
What are Risk Management 
Plan (RMP) requirements for 
fuel? 

If you need an RMP, you will work 

together with the Risk Management 

Official at the City of Greater Sudbury 

to create a reasonable plan. The RMP 

will recognize good practices already 

in place and may add more steps to 

reduce risks to the municipal drinking 

water supply. 

 

Best management practices for home 

heating oil tanks include steps that 

homeowners already take, such as: 

• When replacing a tank, choosing: 

         - Materials that will not corrode. 

     - A leak-resistant double-bottom 

          tank with a leak detection  

          monitoring device. 

• Never buy a used oil tank. 

• Make sure your oil tank has an 

Underwriters Laboratories of 

Canada (ULC) label for 

certification. 

• Use a drip pan under tanks and 

oil line connections. 

• Keep your tank full in the summer.  

• Regularly inspect your tank, 

especially before and after filling.  

• Protect the oil supply by running it 

along basement walls. 

• Install an overfill protection device 

and leak detecting device. 

 

 

What is the proposed home 

heating oil policy? 

The existing and future handling and 

storage of fuel for the purpose of 

heating a dwelling will require an RMP 

where the activity is a significant threat 

and meets the following 

circumstances: 

• 250 litres to 2,500 litres is stored in a 

Wellhead Protection Area. 

The RMP must include, but is not limited 

to, the following: 

•  Annual inspection by a qualified 

fuel inspector. 

•  Log of inspections and repairs to 

address deficiencies. 

•  The inclusion of a spill 

contingency plan. 

•  Proof of pollution liability  

 insurance. 

How can I provide comments? 

We value your feedback on the 

proposed policy. Please share your 

comments via email, mail, or by 

completing the online survey at 

conservationsudbury.ca. Kindly submit 

your comments by January 23, 2026. 
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Where can I find more 

information? 
Sudbury Source Protection Authority  

401-199 Larch St.  

Sudbury, ON P3E 5P9 

Phone: (705) 674-5249 

Email: ndca@conservationsudbury.ca 

Website: www.conservationsudbury.ca 
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What is the Sudbury Source 
Protection Plan? 
The Sudbury Source Protection Plan 

(the Plan), created under the Clean 

Water Act of 2006, helps ensure that 

local sources of municipal drinking 

water stay clean and abundant. 

 

What is a wellhead protection 
area? 
 The wellhead is the visible part of the 

well above ground. A Wellhead 

Protection Area (WHPA) is the area 

around the well that contributes 

water to a municipal drinking system. 

Wellhead Protection Areas show 

where the groundwater comes from 

and how fast it moves toward the 

well. WHPAs consist of different sized 

and shaped zones around the well. 

Does my home heating oil tank 
pose a risk to the drinking water 
supply? 
Liquid fuel storage tanks are found 

throughout the Sudbury Source 

Protection Area. Spills or leaks from 

these tanks can contaminate drinking 

water directly through sump pumps or 

floor drains, or indirectly by seeping  

through cracks in the basement floor. 

Tanks outside your home can leak onto 

the ground, letting contaminants seep 

into groundwater. Liquid fuels can 

travel far with groundwater or surface 

water, making cleanup difficult and 

costly. 

 

How am I affected by the 
Plan? 

Some activities can harm the quality 

of drinking water and are called 

drinking water threats. In vulnerable 

areas properties with significant 

drinking water threats must manage 

the risk of those activities. Residential 

properties in wellhead protection 

areas closest to the municipal well 

might require a Risk Management 

Plan (RMP) if they have a home 

heating oil tank. An RMP is an 

agreement on how the drinking water 

threat activity will be managed on a 

specific property.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the Clean Water Act, you have 

certain rights and responsibilities. For 

more information, please refer to the 

City of Greater Sudbury’s Source 

Protection page:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the Risk Management Office 

at the City of Greater Sudbury for 

more information: 

sourceprotection@greatersudbury.ca  
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