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For Immediate Release Issued: April 15, 2026
Flood Warning

SUDBURY — A Flood Warning for all watercourses and major rivers in Greater Sudbury takes effect
at 2 PM today. This warning will remain in effect until 2 PM Wednesday April 22, 2026.
(Note: A flood warning applies where flooding is imminent or already occurring.)

Water levels in smaller watercourse are elevated while major systems (Onaping, Vermilion, Whitson,
Wanapitei) are rising steadily. Overland flooding is already occurring in numerous low-lying areas and
water levels continue to increase. Localized ponding on streets can also be expected to continue.

The runoff produced by the continued snowmelt resulting from warming daytime temperatures will
result in continued rising water levels in all area watercourses. It is anticipated that the area of
flooding will be greater than that seen in spring of 2023. Residents living in all flood prone areas
should prepare accordingly.

Areas of historic flooding should be on alert, including parts of the Flour Mill adjacent to Junction
Creek, Nickeldale neighbourhood north of the Ponderosa wetland, Charlotte Street adjacent to
Junction Creek, Beverly Drive near Lily Creek, areas of Coniston adjacent to Romford Creek, areas
adjacent to Moose Creek in Wahnapitae.

Added to the warning are large rivers in the region and specifically Riverbend Road adjacent to the
Wanapitei River, Larchmont Drive, Carol Road, and Grassy Lake Road along the Vermilion River, the
Vermilion River bridge on Desmarais Road and low-lying areas in Dowling along the Onaping River.
At the current rate of rise it is anticipated that levels similar to the 2023 freshet event will be met or
exceeded in the next 1-2 days.

Warming daytime temperatures continue to release water from the snowpack with a significant
amount of snow remaining across all area watersheds. The snowpack has a water content of roughly
double the seasonal average. The snow melt, coupled with recent rainfall events has resulted in
water levels in many watercourses extending beyond the top of banks, and inundating adjacent
neighbourhoods or streets.

Forecasts of daytime temperatures over the next four days call for continuous warm weather ranging
from 11-17 °C. Additionally, some precipitation forecasts call for an additional 10 mm Thursday
evening and up to 20 mm this coming Saturday.

Public safety is the number one priority, especially for children who may be attracted to the edge of
creeks or rivers. The cold, fast-flowing water must be avoided. Stream banks will be very slippery and
unsafe and must be avoided. Any open-water areas will continue to widen, and these must also be
avoided.

Conservation Sudbury remains in direct contact with the City of Greater Sudbury and all other



partners as required. Staff continue to monitor water levels and updates will be provided when
needed.

For more information please visit ConservationSudbury.ca or contact:

Phillipa Cryderman or Carl Jorgensen

Director — Natural Hazards Program General Manager

705-674-5249 ext:209 705-674-5249 ext:203
Phillipa.Cryderman@ConservationSudbury.ca Carl.Jorgensen@ConservationSudbury.ca

For additional information about flood preparedness please visit Floods | ontario.ca and to learn how
to make an emergency plan and kit visit Be prepared for an emergency | ontario.ca and Emergency
kits - Canada.ca

Residents are encouraged to access Conservation Sudbury’s Water Data Portal
(bit.ly/CS Waterportal) for live information on water level trends

To receive this notice directly please sign up for our Flood Forecasting and Warning Messaging
email distribution list at bit.ly/CS Floodlist

Conservation Sudbury issues five types of messages, depending on conditions:

Normal

No flood conditions to report.

Watershed Conditions Statement - Water Safety

High flows, unsafe banks, melting ice or other factors that could be
dangerous for recreational users such as anglers, canoeists, hikers,
children, pets, etc. Flooding is not expected.

Watershed Conditions Statement - Flood Outlook

Early notice of the potential for flooding based on weather forecasts calling
for heavy rain, snow melt, high wind or other conditions that could lead to
high runoff, cause ice jams, lakeshore flooding or erosion.

Flood Watch

Flooding is possible in specific watercourses or municipalities.
Municipalities, emergency services and individual landowners in flood-
prone areas should prepare.

Flood Warning

Flooding is imminent or already occurring in specific watercourses or
municipalities



https://conservationsudbury.ca/en/flood-status.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/floods
https://www.ontario.ca/page/be-prepared-emergency
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/policing/emergencies/preparedness/get-prepared/emergency-kits.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/policing/emergencies/preparedness/get-prepared/emergency-kits.html
https://www.conservationsudbury.ca/watershed-management/water-data-portal/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXIHOejd4aKDuHmAI6BAu8hNSgrXz6QRt3UFsHUCu_oMFfMA/viewform?usp=header

